SOS June 2021
Recording A Guitar Cab With One Mic
Audio Examples

These files accompany Paul White’s How To Record Guitar Cabs With A Single Mic article in SOS June 2021. There are two main examples, one a blues lick and the other a chord part, each with the same cardioid dynamic mic at five different placements. For each example, the amp and guitar settings remain the same for the five placements. As you can hear, there’s quite a difference in tonality!

A. Blues Example

1 Blues Close Middle.wav
Here, the mic is on-axis (pointing straight at the speaker), nearly touching the grille cloth, and aiming at the centre of the speaker.
2 Blues Close Edge.wav
As per the previous example — so still on-axis and near the grille — but with the mic moved to the edge of the speaker.
3 Blues 150mm Centre.wav
Back to the centre, still on-axis, but with the mic pulled back about 15cm.
4 Blues 150mm Edge.wav
As 3, but the on-axis mic is now aiming at the speaker’s edge.
5 Blues 150mm Middle 45 degrees.wav
As 3, but this time with the mic angled 45 degrees off-axis.

B. Chord Example

6 Chord Close Middle.wav
This mic is on-axis, nearly touching the grille cloth, and aiming at the centre of the speaker.
7 Chord Close Edge.wav
As per the previous example — so still on-axis and near the grille — but with the mic moved to the edge of the speaker.
8 Chord 150mm Middle.wav
Mic aiming at the speaker’s centre, still on-axis, but with the mic pulled back about 15cm.
9 Chord 150mm Edge.wav
As 8 (on axis, back 15cm) but now with the mic aiming at the speaker’s edge.
10 Chord 150mm Middle 45 degrees.wav
As per 3, but this time with the mic tilted 45 degrees off-axis.


